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not include negroes. So, even if Scott were free,
lie could not be considered a citizen entitled to
bring suit in the Federal Courts. Furthermore,
he could not be considered free, in spite of, his
residence in Minnesota, because, as the Court now
ruled. Congress, when it enacted the Missouri
Compromise, had exceeded its authority; the en-
actment had never really been in force; there was
no binding prohibition of slavery in the North-
western territories.
If this decision was good law, all the discussion
about popular sovereignty went for nothing, and
neither an act of Congress nor the vote of the popu-
lation of a territory, whether for or against slavery,
was of any value whatsoever. Nothing mattered
until the new-made state itself took action after its
admission to the Union. Until that time, no power,
national or local, could lawfully interfere with the
introduction of slaves. In the case of Kansas, it
was no longer of the least importance what be-
came of the Lecompton constitution or of any
other that the settlers might make. The territory
was open to settlement by slaveholders and would
continue to be so as long as it remained a territory.
The same conditions existed in Nebraska and in
all the Northwest. The Dred Scott decision was